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The vamšāvali King-lists 


A careful analysis of the Vaņšāvali king-lists and comparison of 
these lists with positive chronology show certain basic syndromes. 


The Gopālarājavamšāvalī has, for instance, the following kings 
who are not available in Kaisher Vamšāvalī or in Kirkpatrick or in the 
inscriptions: Campadeva, Jivagupts, Mānavarmā, Mahipala, Dévaladeva, 
and Vasantadeva, Both Abridged Vaméavali and Kirkpatrick repeat Visnu- 
eupta, Bhimarjunadeva, Jayadeva and Baladeva, though with different 
regnal years, 


Several kings available in the inscriptions are missing from the 
Vamšāvali lists, such as Vamanadeva, Ramadeva, Gangādeva, Dhruvadeva 
and Jayadeva II. On the other hand, we do not yet have any historical 
documents for several kings mentioned in these king-lists, such as 
Krtavarmā, Vardhamanadeva, Saükaradeva, and Javadeva III. 


Similarly, for medieval period, the Gopālarājavamšāvali commits 
the error of omission of 4 historically artested kinģs: 


Saütkaradeva NS 40 
Nirbhayadeva NS 125 
Bhojadeva-Rudradeva NS 132 


Ihe VK omits Jayadeva, the founder of the half kingdom of Lalitpur and 
Bhaskaradeva (NS 165-167), the refactory feudatory of Patan. Kirkpatrick 
omits Sahkaradeva (NS 189-203). Both Kirkpatrick and Abridged Vāmšāvali 
omit Gunakamadeva (NS 305-316), the legendary founder of Kathmandu. 


Another major syndrome is one of divergence among the king-lists. 
For medieval period, the lists diverge on an interesting point: the 
inclusion or omission of the three early medieval kings: 

Jayadeva +: included in Vis omitted in VK, VG, and Kirkpatrick 

Sahadeva : Omitted in Vis included in VK, VG, and Kirkpatrick 

Vikramadeva: Omitted in VK and Kirkpatrick, included in V,» VG. 
None of these three kings has so far been attested historically in 
any other documents. Whether they were contemporaries ruling two or 


three kingdoms, or joint rulers of the same kingdom, or rulers succeed- 
ing one after another is at present a subject of conjecture. 
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The Licchavis 






Gopalara javamšāvali Abridged Vam$&vali Kirkpatrick VIC 
ViSvadeva 100 Vrsadeva 57 Brikh Deo 57 t— Vr satu SF 
Manadeva 41 Sankaradeva 50 Sunker Deo 50t utere GO 
Šarikaradeva 40 Dharmmadeva 51 Bhurma Deo 51 Larreta 87 
Dharmadeva 41 Manadeva 39 Maun Deo 39 _— se sane 18 or 
Mahideva 41 Mahideva 51 Mahe Deo 51 2 4 7 
Vasantadeva 39: l Vasantadeva 56 Bussunt Deo 56, 5+7 CF > I ¿ 
— Udayadeva 45 5; å Udayadeva 47 Oodey Deo 47 v : Base 
Ganadeva 45 — Inr. nadeva 45 s Main Deo is cc marde J Pa jeer 
Gunakamadeva 50 nakamadeva. 50 Sookaum Deo 50 + 7 pen 
Sivadeva 41,6 ivadeva 41,6. Seo Deo 41.6 <: ins E 
C Campadeva 41,97” 
Narendradeva 34 Narendradeva 34 Nurredur Deo 34 „== 
Bhimadeva 14 Bhimadeva 16 ^  Bhema Deo Burmah 16 ^. 
<Jivagupta 74 7 Visnugupta 74 Bishen Gupt 74.p—7 
Visnugupta 71 Visnugupta 61 Kishnoo Gupt 61 Verte ot 6? 
Bhumigupta 45 Bhūmigupta 45 Bhoomy Gupt 40> 
z x y Cup YS uma end ta p 
ivadeva 41 Sivadeva 41 Seo Deo Burmah 4á1«— 
Amšuvarmā 43 ==- Am$uvarmā 53 =- Unghoo Burmah 42 Aoi tome e 
“Manavarma 65^ 
Kptavarmā 76 Krtavarmā 18 Kirtoo Burmah 18 rfāīta mē” 7 Ion D) Garuda 
<Mahipala> : 
: Devaladeva 107 E ` — 
Jihisrjumutva 3» Bhimarjunadeva 37 Bheem Arjoon Deo 39 (bar uvu 37 
Narendradeva 13 Nandadeva 13 Nund Deo 13 
Sivadeva 16 Sivadeva 16 Seo Deo 16 
Narendradeva 35 Narindradeva 37 Nurrender Deo 377 
,Baladeva 17 ay Baladeva 17 à Bul Deo 17 > 
".Vardhamānadeva 16 > Šaiīkaradeva 12 Sunker Deo 124 / NES) 16 
,Sankaradeva 12 Nardhamanadeva 16 í sA = 12 Raph 
X Vasantadeva 217 Satkaradeva 12 : ida i 
<Bhimar junadeva 16 Bhem Arjoon Deo 16 ^ 
< Jayadeva 19 Jye Deo 19 
¿ Balladeva 16 Sree Bull Deo 16 [~~ 
Gopalarajavam$avali Kaisher VamSavali abridged Vamšāvali Kirkpatrick 
Rudradeva 27 (....de)va 26 Candradeva 27 Condur Deo 27 Knuta xj 
Jayadeva 42,5 Jayadeva 42,7 Jayadeva 42,7 Jye Deo 42,7 "day ttn. e > 
Baladeva 11 Baladeva 11 Baladeva 11 Bul Deo 11 
Balarjunadeva 21,5 Balarjunadeva 21. 5 Balarjunadeva 36,7 Ballunjoon Deo 36.7 
Māūsdēva 36 Mānadeva 36 Mānadeva 36 [222 J "Aena 36 
rete te 
Note: The fragmentary VamSavali at Kaisher Library begins with (Rudrade)va 
only. 
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sh ad s s 
YN hs à, iA 
ad x 
A p Bae V 
Gopālarājavamšāvali Kaisher vamšāvali vamšavali Kirkpatrick 
i u. 
. Raghavadeva 43,6 Raghavadeva 63.6 Raghavadeva 63.8 Ragheed Deo 63 — é 
| Jayadeva 10 7 PSañkaradeva 18.6 | 18.6; /Seeker Deo 88.6 ^: 
„X Vikramadeva 8.9- "Sahadeva 33,9 _— | Soho Deo 33,9... — 
"Narendradeva 1.6 ^Narendradeva 1.6 X 3 Narrender Deo 1.6 
Guņakāmadeva 85,6 Guņakāmadeva 85,6 Narendradeva 1.6% Goonakam Deo 85.6 
Udayadeva 5.3 Udayadeva 6 ——-——— Udayadeva 6—~—~~—__ -Oodoy Deo 6 
Lakgmikamadeva 21°. M euet cmd 5— Y Nirbhayadeva 5—— urbhoy Deo-7)-—— 9 
Vijayadeva 31 | Bhojadeva*Rudra- | Bhoj adevatRudra- \Bhaj Deo Budro 9.7 
1 deva 9,7 ————- deva 9.7 E 
Bhaskaradeva 3 Lakenikümadeva 21... Laksmikamadeva 21— Letchmi Camdeo Dutt 
Balavantadeva 12 .— Baladeva 12 . Jayadeva 20 Jye Deo 20, reduced 
Padmadeva 6 .— —- Padmadeva 6— >. Bhaskaradevat: refactory tributc 
"s Jayadeva 7.4 Bhaskara, of Pat: 
Nagarjunadeva 2 —— ^ Nāgārjunadeva owe —"Baladeva 12 — ... Ooday Deo 7.1 
ankaradeva 15 —— Šatkaradeva UL Padmadeva 6 ___7Bull Deo 12 
Vamadeva 3- A Vamadeva 3 _ M . Nagarjunadeva 3 -Puddiem Deo 6 
Hargadeva 1À- > Harsadeva 6). "Sahkaradeva 17 "-Naug Arjoon 3 
Sivadeva 27.7 Sivadeva 27.7 FN Vamadeva 3 . Bam Deo 3 
Indradeva 15. Indradeva 12 ` Barsadeva: T Sree Hurkh Deo 16> 
Manadeva 4 ...—— Manadeva 4——— V _ Sivadeva 27.7 Seo Deo- 27.7 
Narendradeva 6.5 Narendradeva 6,5 ^." Indradeva 12... Indro Deo 12 N} 
A(nandadeva) 20-—. --Nandadeva 20 . Mānadeva 4,7 Maun Deo 4.7. E 
Rudradeva 8,1 Rudradeya 8. 1 s Narendradeva 6.4 _ Nurrender Deo 6.4. i 


Amytadeva 3.11 ——~__amrtadeva 3.11 _SAnandadeva 20 ——7Rudro Deo 80.1 


Someévaradeva 4 .— Some$varadeva 3 = —rAtrtadeva 3.11—_y Omret Deo 3,11 


Gunakamadeva 3.— .. Gunakamadeva (?) ~ Some$varadeva 6.3... Someesur Deo 6.3 
(Crowned NS 305 (Crowned NS 299 
Pausa Sudi 7, Kartik Krsna 6, 
Sunday) Friday) 
Vijayakamadeva 7 Vijayakámadeva 6.7 ^ Vijayakamadeva '50}7 Buz Caum Deo (Unkno 
l ml mu vs 
\ A S pÁ c> n 
` y qu^ 1: APN 
| V sa i = 
t> eee tj m 
^X | < m9 A» 
; M 
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Gopālarājavamšāvali 


Ari Malla 25,10 
Abhaya Malla 42,6 
Jayadeva 2,8 
Bhīmadeva 13,7 
_Jayasiha Malla 2,7 
Ananta Malla 32.10 
. Anandadeva (7) 
Arimalla 24,6 (?) 
(Crowned NS 440, 
Caitra Krsna 12) 
(died in an earthquake 
on Asvina Šukla 7, 464 
(Sept, 14, 1344) 
Rajadeva 12, 5^ (7) 
(Crowned NS 467, 
ravana Krsna 4 died 
in a fire, "NS 481 
Magha Krsna 8/ 
Jan, 30, 1361) 





_ Arjunadeva 
(Crowned Vaišākha 
Šukla 2, 480 died, 
NS 502 Magha Krsna 5) 
Sthitirajamalla 
(NS 502, died NS 515 
Bhadra Krsna 6) 


The Early Mallas 


Kaisher Vamšāvali 


Arimalladeva 31,9 
Abhaya Malla 48,2 
Jayadeva 2,7 


Ananta Malla 32,10 
Anandadeva (?) 
Arimalla 


Rajadeva 
ÁCrowned NS 464, 
Srāvaņa Krsna 4) 
(Brings the dynasty 
of Nanyadeva and 
his successors upto 
Sthi tins amelie) 





Abridged Vamšāvali 


Arimalla 31.9 
Abhaya Malla 48,2 
Jayadeva 2,7 


Ananta Malla 32,10 
Anandadeva (?) 
Arimalla 


(Brings the dynasty 
of Nānyadeva and his 
successors, upto 
Stihitirjiamritja J 


Kirkpatrick 


Any Mull 31.9 
Obhay Mull 48,2 
-Jey Deb 2.7 


Unwunt Mull Deo 32,10 
Jye Nund Deo (?) 

Jye Singh Mull/Jye 
Ruero Mull 

Naik Deby*Harrir 


> Chunder Deo, Rajah 
‘ef Banares 


Raj Letchmi, deposed 
by Jye Dub, "Heposéd 
by Hurr Singh Deo, 
Rajah of Semroun 
Ghur in December 
1323 


(Brings the dunanty- 
of Nanyadeva and 
his successors upto 
Sthitirājamalla) 
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The Chronology of Nepalese Kings 





This positive chronology is pieced together by collating three 
main sources  —- inscriptions, manuscript colophons, and chronicles. 


Our sources for the Licchavis are limited to their inscriptions. 
For the fourcenturies of their documented rule, we have nearly 200. 
inscriptions. This number is, however, misleading as most of the 
inscriptions are fragmentary and short, containing little or no. histo- 
rical information. The ones containing historical data are not evenly 
7 distributed either. 


The first ancient inscriptions of Nepal were published a century 
ago. Controversies still persist on the interpretation of their chro- 
nology, particularly on the assignment of two different sets of ēras 
used in these inscriptions to the known epoch eras. The first set of 
inscriptions is dated between 386-526/535 years; the second set is 
dated between 29-301 years. The present consensus of opinions among 
scholars is that the first set is dated according to Saka Era (founded 
in A.D. 78) whereas the second set is dated according to Manadeva Era 
(founded in A.D. 576). All eras in use in ancient and medieval Nepal 
are Karttikadi, i.e., begin on the first day of the bright. fortnight 
of the month of Karttika (ca. * October 20). 


However, this interpretation of ancient Nepalese chronology has 
yet to confront an almost insurmountable problem--the problem of inter- 
preting the data of intercalated months available in Licchavi inscrip- 
tions. In this connection, Petech's caveat is worth recollecting, 


"By no Siddhanta, by no system, with no era, 
can we get intercalations at the intervals 
stated in the (Licchavi inscriptions)." * 
Luciano Petech, "The Chronology of the Early / 
Inscriptions of Nepal", Fast and West XII: H 
(December, 1961), p. 230. 


What we.call the positive chronology of Licchavi kings is thus a shaky 
list of about 25 names and 30 dates, 


For the 320 year rule of the Thakuris we have 24 short, unreveal- 
ing, and fragmentary inscriptions. The chronology for this period is 
pieced together with the help of manuscript colophons. Mercifully, 
Nepalese scribes noted down, not only the time and place of copying of 
manuscripts, but also the name of the reigning king. The chronology - 
of "the dark period of Nepalese history" is thus a skeleton structure = 
of 30 names and 45 dates, a few of which are compiled from the chro- 
nicles. 


Only 18 inscriptions of any consequence have survived from (235) 15- 
year rule of the early Mallas. | Some of their dates are collated from 
colophons. At this point, however, the chronicles become richer in 
detail and genealogical data. 


Kamal P, Malla 
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LJayadeva IJ 
[12 un-named kings] 

LVrsadeval $t 
CSa&karadeva] 7” 
CDharmadeval  “' 
Manadeva 4 


[Mahīdeva] 
Vasantadeva 
Vāmanadeva 
Ramadeya 
Ganadeva 
Gaügadeva 
LManadeva II] 


Sivadeva I 
AmSuvarma 
Udayadeva 
Dhruvadeva-Jigņugupta 


Sre 


dē 
g: 


i Bhimārjunadeva-Jigņugupta 
Je p CU toaga 
Narendradeva 


? kac 
~ Š 
UZ 


Sivadeva AL e 
Jayadeva uc 
Mānadeva III. ^. 
Balira "m 
| Baladeva . : 
—Manadëpa JW... : SO. 


The Licchavis 


AD $20 — 392 
D 2e2 we 442 


On 85 455 


Saka Era 386-427 (AD 464-505) 


Manadeva Era 


Toa 


Sad 

428-454 

460 

467 

482-487  - 2” 
489 - 9 


š E498 Founder of a new 
E Era. AD 576] 


512-526/535— ° VESNMAS. 


MEAS. r Pe CE 
pic U. šas 
48- 49 
soe Sling 
64~ 65 
67-103 
118-129 
137-157 
iH. s 
250. 
zr]^ e 
301 ay 878) ae 15, 


dp 


A 
M 
M 








The Thakuris 
NS 1/AD 879--NS 320/AD 1200 


CRāghavadeval ca. NS 


Saükaradeva 

LJayadeval 

tVikramadeval 
Guņakāmadeva 
Narendradeva-Udayadeva 
Udayadeva 

Nirbhayadeva 
Nirbhayadeva-Rudradeva 
Bhojadeva 
Rudradeva-Bhojadeva 
Rudradeva-Bhojadeva-Laksmikāmadeva 
Laksmīkāmadeva i 


[Vijayadeval 


Bhaskaradeva 


Baladeva 
Pradyumnakamadeva 


Nagarjunadeva 


Satkaradeva 


Vamadeva 


Harsadeva 


Ae 
Sivadeva 


Indradeva 
Manadeva & 7 
Narendradeva 


Anandadeva 


1-39 Founder of Nepala Samvat 
,on Thursday, October 20, 879. 
Bhadra Sukla 15, 40 


Māgha 107-110 

Marga Sukla 15, 119 

Caitra Krsna 12, 124 

Caitra Sukla 13, 125 
Phalguna Sukla, 128 

Jyestha Sukla 2, 131 
Prathamāgādha Sukla, 13, 132 
Caitra Sukla 10, 135 


Šravaņa Sukla 2, 144-Vaišākha Sukla 3, 159 


The ruler of "Half-Kingdom of 
Lalitpur" (Vj 23b:3; VK3:3) 

Sravana ukla 10, 165-Āšvina 
Krsna 6, 167 

Māgha Sukla 8, 172-Māgha Krsna 3,180 


ote 


Jyestha Krsna 11, 183-Magha Krsna 10, 
186 


188 -- ? 


Āsāģha Sukla 3, 189-Caitra Sukla 15, 
202 


Bhadra Krsna, 204- ? 

Vaigakha ukla 15, 207-Phālguņa Sukla 
13, 217 

219-246 (V,24a:3) 

Āsādha Krgna 8, 247-Kārttika Sukla 

5; 256 

Pausa Krsna 13, 258-Karttika Sukla 
15,'260 

Phālguņa Sukla 6, 254- 

Dvipausa ukla 11, 265 


the founder of the Kingdom of Bhakta- 
pur; crowned on Magha Krsna 1, 267 
(V4 24b:5) Prathamagadha Krsna 5, 
267-Phalguna Sukla 11, 286; died 

287 ? 


Rudradeva € Pausa Krsna 13, 287 (VK7:6-7 has 


ges 
: 


» Which is evidently a Scribal 


Amrtadeva ati vaigakha Sukla 3, 295-Bhàdra Krsna 
9, 299 (V,31b:4) 
Somešvaradeva 44 Karttika Krsna 6, 299 (VK8:2) 


Crowned ; Kārttika Sukla 2,' 301 


Guņakāmadeva 2 Pausa Šukla 7, 305 (vxs; 6) Crowned 
307 Phālguņa ‘Krsna 6 

"Lakgmikāmadeva ? l Kārttika Kreņa 313-Srāvaņa Sukla 3, 
317 

Vijayakāmadeva AH Vaišākhā Sukla 3, 312--Mägh Šukla 


uridivasa 320. 
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The Early Mallas 
NS 321/AD 1200 — NS 515/AD 1395 


Arimalla | Karttika Sukla 10, 321 - Jyestha 
Krsna 7, 336 


Abhayamalla — i Jyegtha Šukla 15, 337 - Agadha Sukla 
8, 375 


i ‘ K$vina Krsna 2, 374 (V 39a:3) 
Kap ston Ul — Marga Sukla 15, 377 (Vj 37b:1-2) 
ed are Crowned twice ? Ruled for 2 years 
Pr E and 7/8 months Bliadra 377 
VPAA Z vul LA 2 
Jayabhimadeva vet". Cattra Sakla 5, 380.— 


= 


ROW Fees) Ì Pausa Sukla 12, 390^ 
` Jayasimhamalla š Us Aévina 10, 391 - ? £77 


€ 


Jayanantamalla . Caitra Sukla 9, 395 ~ Sravana Krsna 
13, 428 


_ Jayānandamalla ist — AE Vai$akha Kyspa 9, 434 - Šrāvana i 
Sukla 1, 438 


Jayārimella A? 1419—7577  Gaitra Kygņa 12, 440 (V244a:2) Crowned; í 


* Āšvina Šukla 8, 464 died in 
iS. Ea a esa earthquake in Devpatan (V251a:1) 


The Throne of Nepal Vacant ? Kévina Sukla 8, 464 — Sravana Krsna 
WU DS 3, 467, VK (13:7), however, shows 
! ocu ie tt that Jayarajadeva was already crowned, 
angi with the consent of both the Royal 
Houses, on Sravana Krsna 4, 464. This 
must be a scribal error for 467 as 
Jayarimaila, the legitimate ruler, 
was- still alive till A$vina Sukla 7, 
464 


Jayarajadeva THF RA Srāvana Krgņa 4, 467 (V128b:1-2) 
Crowned with the consent of both the 
Royal Houses ~ Magha Krsna 8, 481 - 


Jayarjunadeva Aho 1AL2 2- Vaisakha Sukla 2, 480 (?) - Magha 
+ LUE I Krsna 5, 35502 (died in the Kwatha 
Chem confinement) 
` Jayasthitirajamalla 922.7? Magha Krsna 5, 502 - Bhādra Krsna 
š 26.51555 


desesese sede desc dese 
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